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14 FAM 610 
TRANSPORTING EFFECTS 

Major Changes 

1. 14 FAM 610, Transporting Effects: 

• 14 FAM 611.2, Authority: Revisions to authorities as well as 
inclusion of new authorities 7 CFR 319 (Foreign Quarantine Notices); 
the Federal Acquisition Regulation; and the Public Health Security and 
Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act, commonly known as The 
Bioterrorism Act 2002, Public Law 107-188; 

• 14 FAM 611.5, Household Effects (HHE): Revisions including new 
subparagraph (l)f: Inherited personal effects that come into an 
employee's possession upon the death of a family member of the 
employee or the employee's spouse, or when the family member is 
placed into a custodial care facility. Request for shipment and/or 
storage of inherited personal effects must be made to the Executive 
Director, HR/EX, within 1 year of the death of the family member or 
placement of the family member into custodial care (see 14 FAM 511.3 
for a definition of inherited personal effects); 

• 14 FAM 614.9, Instructions for Lift Vans to Be Used for 
Shipment or Permanent Storage of Household Effects, 
paragraph c, Wood-packing materials: The Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) has published new rules at 7 CFR 319.40: All solid 
wood-packing material (SWPM) imported into the United States must 
be either heat-treated or fumigated and marked with an approved 
international mark certifying treatment; 




• 14 FAM 618.7, Inspections of Personal Effects: This is a new 
section. As a condition of funding the storage and shipment of 
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personal property, the Department of State reserves the right to open 
and inspect all personal property shipments that are in storage or 
transit under its authority. The Office of Logistics Management (A/LM) 
may, at its sole discretion through its offices or agent(s), open and 
inspect any storage lot or shipment without prior notice, for purposes 
of: ensuring compliance with Department of State policies, import 
restrictions, other regulatory or legal requirements and/or contractual 
terms; assessing or alleviating actual or suspected damage to the 
contents; for safety considerations; and for fulfilling other reasonably 
necessary functions incident to the transport or storage of the effects. 
Upon the discovery of evidence of any possible infractions or violations 
of regulatory or legal requirements, the Office of Logistics Management 
or its agents shall report the existence of that evidence to appropriate 
authorities, including appropriate law enforcement authorities. In 
addition, the Department shall comply with requests from other U.S. 
Government agencies or with commercial carriers to open and inspect 
shipments in transit. NOTE: Most carriers on their commercial bills- 
of-lading reserve the right of inspection as part of the terms and 
conditions of acceptance of a shipment; 

• 14 FAM Exhibit 612, Payment of General Average Contributions 
in Connection with Transportation of Effects: The information 
formerly contained in this exhibit has been linked directly to the 
informational site and the exhibit has been deleted; 

• 14 FAM Exhibit 618.3-1, Importing Personal and Household 
Effects: The information formerly contained in this exhibit has been 
linked directly to the informational site and the exhibit has been 
deleted; and 

• 14 FAM Exhibit 619.2-1, Text of Comptroller General's Circular 
Letter B-150556: The information formerly contained in this exhibit 
has been linked directly to the informational site and the exhibit has 
been deleted. 

2. Change Transmittal has replaced the term Transmittal Letter. Change 
Transmittal was selected as being more appropriate in this age of 
electronic information transmission. 

3. Revisions appear in italic and dark magenta. Italic and dark magenta 
provide a historical record of changes. New or substantially revised 
subchapters will not appear in italic and dark magenta. 

4. Officers are reminded that Department-issued materials not codified in 
the Foreign Affairs Manual or its supplemental Foreign Affairs Handbook 
series generally have no regulatory validity (see 2 FAM 1115.2). 
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Filing Instructions for Paper Copies 

1. Remove and discard old subchapter 14 FAM 610 (CT:LOG-78, 10-22- 
2010; 102 pages) and replace it with revised subchapter 14 FAM 610 (87 
pages). 

2. After inserting the material in the binder, insert this Change Transmittal 
letter immediately following the CT Checklist, then fill in the entry line for 
CT:LOG-84 and initial. 

Distribution Notice 

1. The Foreign Affairs Manual and Handbooks (unclassified) official version 
can be found on the State Department's Intranet site. 

2. All posts and offices keeping paper versions of the Foreign Affairs Manual 
are responsible for maintaining the FAM on a current basis (see 2 FAM 
1116.5). 

3. Use KFAM and AINF TAGS on all communications on FAM/FAH issues; 
direct questions concerning issuance, validity, and updating to A/GIS/DIR. 
Direct questions concerning substance and interpretations to the office 
indicated at the end of this change transmittal letter. 



(A/LM) 



